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Native Hawaiians are still waiting for state and federal officials to fulfill
the promises of land legislation that was signed into law 25 years ago.
“Justice delayed is justice denied,” said one former governor.

By Rob Perez, Honolulu Star-Advertiser and Agnel Philip, ProPublica

wenty-five years ago, the

state of Hawaii and the U.S.

government promised
Native Hawaiians to correct a
historic wrong.

Public agencies had occupied
thousands of acres intended to re-
turn Native people to their ances-
tral lands, paying little or no
compensation for decades as the
sites were used for military bases,
game preserves, schools and
other purposes. In 1995, state
and federal legislation pledged

to provide reparations.

Then-U.S. Rep. Neil Abercrom-
bie, D-Hawaii, said it was “a step
toward righting a great wrong
against the original people of this
land.” Then-Sen. Daniel Akaka, a
Native Hawaiian who steered the
bill through the Senate, called the
legislation “a vindication for Ha-
waiians who had lost hope that
this long-standing issue would
ever be resolved.”

But as 2020 draws to a close,
Native Hawaiians are still waiting

for all of what was promised.
While the state has added
nearly 16,000 acres to the land
trust, just a fraction were on Oahu,
the island with the greatest hous-
ing demand. The state still owes
another 1,300 acres to the Depart-
ment of Hawaiian Home Lands un-
der the terms of its reparations
bill, known as Act 14, an investiga-
tion by the Honolulu Star-Adver-
tiser and ProPublica has found.

Please see PROMISED LAND, A8
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is a homestead
subdivision in
Waimanalo.

December 29, 2020 2:59 pm (GMT -10:00)

Powered by TECNAVIA



Honolulu Star-Advertiser - 12/20/2020

PROMISED LAND

Continued from A1

Overthe years, the U govern

debts to the beneficiaries,” US. Rep.
“Tulsi Gabbard, D-Hawail, said in a
statement

DHHL faces a number of adminis-
trative and logistical hurdles inits ef-
forts to win developable property

ment h

as mmrmnsmwn for e unauth.
rized takings. But none of the land
conveyed, almost all of it on Oahu,
was suitable for residential use, ac-
cording to DHHL. And the federal

overnment st owes additonal

land un

¢
mand for housing. Some past efforts.
to make the trust whole have failed,
in part because of the poor quality of
the lands being offered as compensa-
tion.

Advocates, lawmakers and former

Lands Recovery Act.

needs to reckon with the realities of

said former Gov. John Waihee, the
only that of-

Even if DHHL won all Oahu land in

instrumental in ucgolwhugme Acl
14bill , you

Shortofwhat i needs slisttosatsty
roblem

keep putting mmus off”

is
compounded by a ;uuwmx waitlist

mong,
anumber of ey missteps by sate
t have exacer-

woes, shortfalls that prompt the
its Oahu

DHHL to fulfll its mission to Native

d and Pro-

Broken promises.

promise
he

. DHHL s
filngto award homesteads 2
imely fashion, as state law requires.
The department has developed just
330 esidental lts staewide since
1995,

. where
DHHL faces the greatest demand.

mxlacres on the island, which is

has ballwn«l 10.23,000. The strat-

mnges hat create towering idges,
forest:

ily subdlivisions has left thousands of

beaches and
seanllllsv But in reality, just a ifth of

hat land i

of
the most n(ule nllnnhblc huuslnb
crises in the n

Afull third
of DHHL's Oahu ho«ungs are on ter-
rain 50 rugged that it

DHHL s now real
the

,in-

tpop-
ulous —and popular —islan

cluding 1,
tainside in the Hawailan community
of Waimanalo.

o,
About half the residential applicants
tolive
inin the

Re has done even less.

e, yet
Iaud trust that are suitabl for hous-

DHHL 1995 by passing
Act 14, providing money and land to
's claims against the

i of the socalled watsters with

state for past land abuses. For the
xt 20 years, DHHIL received

Under the law, the only Iau(ls ehgmle

for transfer to the tru:

considered by the U. s guvemmem
asa

gedamily $30 mill iy closed military base or research lab.
X has ended
Star-Advertiser and ProPublica. homesteads. On . " said
DHHL says it however, impres- who went on to serve
4 y i arecentin-
of multifamily units on Oahuover  needed most. terview.
e next five years. And to get the Just 440 of the 16, Amajor land
additional lands itis owed, the the law were fanfare in 1998 is
department is currently pursuing  on Oahu. And even then, not allthe  instructive. Then-Interior Secretary
i lands residential traveled to Honolulu
ficials, who say they intend to ulfll ~ development. 0 join top Hawaii political leaders at

their obligations. DHHL plans to hire

Waihee sald the slale had little

aprivate law
terests of the trust since it both re-

was fit for hnmeﬂeullnb Under me

with the state. Gov. David Ige, who as
aformer state representative partici-
pated in nego‘mmme 1995 repara-
tions bil mpleting the land
transies s priorty for is adminis
tration.

program, b

et vt S0t Howaan e
apply for a 9%.year land lease and
then, upon award, either build or
buy a home on the parcel. According

Washington Place, the governor’s
residence, to tout more than 900
acres pegged for transfer to the
trust. The vast majority of that land
was on Oahu, and officials ap-
plauded the proposed deal as deliv-
ering prime land for, among other
things, residential homesteads and

to DHHL,
about 660 lots on Oah with the
The 1

Hawaiians. But 22 years later, DHHL
saystheland is not sited for resi

tial waitlist

I«Ieral action.
It's long past time to settle old

Former Gov. John Waihee, whose

that time, to 11,000 peo
“The federal Hawaan )lome Lands

dnnha iting a host of complica-

“hor example, 586 acres, which
were once part of a West Oahu naval
air station, would have involved pro-
hibitive development costs and the
requirement to involve surrounding
landowners on infrastructure issues,
according to DHHL. Some of that
land is instead being leased to con-
panies for such purposes as solar
fa i the

Page : AO8

Darrell Maielua, 58-year-old district manager for a Hawaii laundry company, applied for a residential

homestead in 2008 and is more than 7,000 from the top of the waitlist.
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